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congratulations and with almost unanimous approval by the
Japanese public and press. The agreement contains nothing
new, in fact, nothing that has not been declared at one time
or another by both Governments; but they have hitherto
lacked a formal and mutual confirmation, and as such they
were wanting, to some minds at least, in authority and bind-
ing force, while to others they furnished occasions to mis-
represent the aim and policy of the two countries, and to
indulge in attempts to provoke coolness between them. All
this is at an end now, and the effect of the present avowal
will be exactly as Ambassador Takahira says in his note,
namely, that it "would not only tend to strengthen the
relations of friendship and good neighbourhood, which have
immemorially existed between Japan and the United States,
but would materially contribute to the preservation of the
general peace."

The leading American journals express the conviction
that the tongues of the mischief-makers are now effectually
silenced, and that it is no longer possible for any one to
pretend to suspect Japan of aggressive designs upon the
Philippines or Hawaii. Special satisfaction is expressed
with regard to the article which pledges the high contracting
parties to take counsel of each other before undertaking any
enterprise for the purpose of preserving the principle of the
open door or of China's integrity. This article has an im-
portant and direct bearing upon the Anglo-Japanese Alliance,
as it ensures that any step taken by Japan in connection with
the Alliance, so far as Eastern affairs are concerned, will
have the concurrence of the United States,

The French and German press was almost equally con-
gratulatory. The Berlin Government was informed of the
intention of concluding such an entente^ and this was accepted
by Germany as a proof of friendly feeling. The German
Ambassador in Tokyo said that Germany seeks nothing
but free commercial development, and from that point of
view she welcomes anything that makes for the principle of
the open door and equal opportunities; and he added that